
 

 

 
 

 

Art: Printmaking at Home 

Overview: Printmaking is an art form that dates back centuries.  Some of the world’s most famous artists 
created incredible works of art using printmaking.  Artists such as Chuck Close, Andy Warhol, Gloria Stuart, 
and William Blake all produced art using the printmaking method.    

Activity: Using common objects found at home, create works of art.  Experiment with different found or 
household items and see what kind of prints they make when you apply paint and press it onto your 
workspace.       

Materials:  

1. Collect interesting objects that are okay if they get paint on them.  Be creative with your selections.  
Some artists, like Chuck Close, only used his thumb print the portraits that he created.  Try household 
items and objects found outside for a fun variation.   

2. Paint—you can use all kinds of paint to include whatever is on hand, watercolors, acrylic, and even 
mashed up sidewalk chalk.  I do not advise using oil-based paints as they are not healthy for little 
ones to be around and they are hard to clean up from.   

3. Painting surface—there is a whole host of items you can paint on to include paper (the thicker the 
better), canvases, old newspapers, and even sidewalks.   

4. Tray/plate to hold paints. 
5. Paint brushes if desired for added effect.  

 

Procedures: 

1. Gather your materials. 
2. Set up in a space that is okay to get messy.  If you choose to do this inside, you may want to put down 

an old table cloth or cover the table surface with newspapers or other recyclable materials.   
3. Select items that have an interesting print to them.   
4. Apply paint to a tray or plate.  Do not overfill as not to waist paint.  
5. Lightly apply paint to textured surface.  To do this you can use a paintbrush or dab the item into the 

paint.   
6. Take the textured surface, paint side down and apply it to your work surface pressing lightly.   
7. Carefully pull the item back up.  Experiment applying different amounts of point and pressure onto 

your work surface.  
8. For an advanced project you can use  
9. When your masterpiece is complete place somewhere to dry.   
10. Clean up and recycle/reuse applicable materials.  

  

Key Terms: 

1. Printmaking—the art of making repeated art works using paint and objects such as leaves. 
2. A simple definition of Texture is how does it feel when touched?  An object like the bark of a tree 

might feel rough while the surface of glass or marble may feel smooth.  Items of varying textures will 
leave different kinds of prints.   

3. Composition can be defined as the manner for which parts of a thing are put together.  When this 
term is applied to art, it can mean how does the entire picture convey the artists thoughts.     
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